HOW TO VISIT YOUR STATE LEGISLATOR
A REACH Foundation Resource
Step 1: Arranging the Visit
· No Cold Calls, Please!
Visits can be scheduled through the appointment or calendar secretary at either the legislator’s district or capitol office, depending on when the state legislature is in session.  It is best to set up the meeting two to three weeks in advance.  Do not ask for more than a half hour of time, as you may only get ten to fifteen minutes.  Remember that when members are in session in Harrisburg they oftentimes do not control their schedules, so be prepared to be flexible.
· Be Clear of the Purpose of Your Visit – To Express Your Support of School Choice

Identify who will attend.  You will increase your chances of meeting in person with a legislator by having a group meeting of constituents who represent different backgrounds.

· Staffers Can be Valuable
It may be necessary to meet with staff rather than the legislator personally.  The staffer may be the only person available at that time.  They can provide you with access and can become a trusted voice in the ear of the legislator.  
· Confirm the Visit

Call soon after arranging the visit, and then again one or two days prior to the meeting to reconfirm.
Step 2: Preparing for the Visit

· Develop a Succinct Agenda

If attending the meeting as a group, agree on your goal and message before the meeting.  Show a united front - divisiveness is both irritating and confusing.  There should be one primary facilitator or spokesperson for the group.  

· Know the Issue

Have well-reasoned facts and figures on school choice ready, but do not be overwhelming.  Be ready to answer questions and, when necessary, respond to counter-arguments.  The REACH Alliance has a series of talking points that can help you answer some frequently asked questions about school choice, and they are available on our website at www.paschoolchoice.org.  
· Make Sure Meeting Members Are Astute
It would be helpful to know the legislator’s position on school choice before you visit.  Call the REACH office for more information on which legislators are most supportive.  
· If Visiting With a Group, Maintain Diversity 
It is always good to have an “odd couple” representing a group that is not usually affiliated with another organization represented (i.e. a public school teacher who supports school choice).

Step 3: During the Visit – Arrive on Time or Early

· Keep a Positive and Optimistic Front
Be on time, positive and friendly.  Know your agenda and stick to your message.  Do not assume the legislator is familiar with the details of the legislation.  Take notes during the visit and be alert to staff members assigned to work in this area.
· Simple and Straightforward

Your meeting with the legislator may be cut short due to pressing legislative business.  In case this happens, be prepared with a two-minute version of your message.  Even if there isn’t an unforeseen change, be respectful of the legislator’s schedule and keep your presentation brief.  

· Suggested Agenda
Given the fact that you requested the visit, legislators will expect that you begin the discussion.  Here is a suggested agenda:

1. Create and Open Climate: Introduce yourselves, thank the legislator for meeting with you and for favorable positions they have taken in the past.
2. Present Your Message: Open the discussion by framing the issue on your own terms and taking a position on the issue and any relevant legislation.  Tell the member how the policy will specifically improve the lives of people in their district, as well as what their support means to you personally.  Focus on the benefits of school choice to the local district.  Anecdotal evidence of how you will be personally affected can also be very moving.  When possible, show the ways in which the issue affects a broad cross section of the community.  Also, tell the legislator of any significant support for the legislation on behalf of groups within the district.
3. Specifically Request Support for School Choice: After spelling out your case, tell the legislator that you would like their support for school choice legislation.  If the legislator seems supportive, seek a commitment.  If the legislator is opposed, ask them to keep an open mind and consider being neutral.  Be responsive to your legislators’ questions, and answer them as completely and honestly as possible.  
Step 4: Following the Visit

· Follow-Up Thank You
Send a thank-you note or letter which reinforces your support of school choice, restates an understanding of the legislator’s position, highlights the main points of the visit, and concludes with a personal story about the benefits of school choice.  If the visit was held with a staff member, address the letter to the legislator with a copy sent to the staff member.

Conclusion

If you have any questions about visiting your legislator or need any information answering some of the common arguments raised against school choice, call the REACH Alliance at (717) 238-1878 or visit our website at www.paschoolchoice.org.  As Pennsylvania’s only organization dedicated to ensuring parental choice in education, we are here to help you lobby your legislators to further the school choice movement.

Personal Contact Is Crucial to the Issue of School Choice
This guide is designed to help you as parents, students, and other Pennsylvania citizens maximize the impact of your visit with elected officials.

A “face-to-face” meeting with your State legislator is the best way to lobby for school choice.  Individuals or small groups taking the time to make a personal visit provide legislators with solid, real-life proof that school choice is important to their constituents - a visit helps legislators put a “human face” with an important issue.

When visiting your legislator, you should have two goals for the meeting.  The first is to show them that there are thousands of people across Pennsylvania who believe in school choice, and that thousands of families are already positively impacted by the movement.  Second, if they are undecided in their support of school choice, you should be ready to provide them with some information on the subject that will show the reasons why they should consider supporting school choice. 

